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Figurd: Meade County road closure following October 2013 flooding with view of Bear Butte

executive summary

The Hazard Mitigation Plan for M&ad#y, South Daketan update of the 2008ade County Pre
Disaster Mitigation PlEme purpose dahis Mitigation Rnupdateéstoensur e t hat Meade
strategieto reduce risks to people and property fnazard eventre relevant and effectifdis

plan is amajor revision of the 2009ap and is incompliance witlthe Federal Emergency
Management A glatestcLgcal Mitigatore NbAnNing Guidasice the requirements of

the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000hrdugh the development and adoption of this plan, Meade
County, Faith, Summerset, Piedmont, &tndgis are eligible for FEMAagardMitigation Grant

Programs.

Section 1: Introduotitimesthe purpose and scope of the plag process. ThdazardMitigation
Plarfor Meade Cousity multjurisdictional plan that includes all unincorporated areas of the county
as well athe cities oPiedmont, Summerset, Faith, and Stuildis. purpose of the plan is to help
Meade Countgnticipate, withstand, and recover from hazards and in turn,thedrisks tdife

and property associated with hazard events. The scope of the planning prowedsleiago

revise the 2009gn in order tareatea useifriendly document that adgsethe current needs of

the countywhile at the same time meetingréggiirements of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000.
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Section 2: Planning Pdisessses the proceabsit was used to develop the plaAll signing
jurisdictions participated the development of the plan through representatiomeohlazard
Mitigation Planning Team. Throughout the planning process, all meetings were open to the public.
In addition,a public evenwvasheld to allow residents and other stakehadldgnovideinput into

the plan.

Section BiskAssessmatentifiesand profileshe hazard events that threaten Meade County. This
sectiorprovidesa discussioof local assetananalysis of hazard events that have ocainezlthe

2009 pan was adopted escr i bes t he count y dmitiggiiongoglsthkas s t ow
wereestablished in the in the 200@npand assesseach individualommunity wilnerabilities

Section: Mitigation Stratedetsils the mitigations goals, objectives,adimh itemsthat wee
developed through the plan updptecess. Three overall goals were established during the
planning proces$rotect People and Plogaye Public AwaremesStrengthen Partnerships

Section BctiorPlan &Implementatsats forththe HazardMitigation Plan implementation process
and establishes roles and responsibilities related to the update and maintenance of the plan.

Section €lan Adoptignovides evidence of the formal adoption of the plan bgeM&aunty and
the signing jurisdictions.

The HazardMitigation Plaior Meade Couwys developelly the Meade County Emergency
Management Departmemntith the technical assistance of Black Hills Council of Local
Governments.
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section one: introductio n

Meade Countigs vulnerabléo natural and manmade disasters that have the potential to impact the
c o u ninfrgstrusture, the welfare itd residentsandthe economy. Past disasters have inflicted
costly damages upon Meade Coumyile thesalisasters cannot be eliminated, with mitigation
planning the response and recovénym these eents can be improved and adverse impacts to
individuals, businesses, and communities can be redlazasdd mitigation is the effort to make
communities monesilient, and better able to anticipate, withstand, and recovieaZeothevents

In order to be eligible for FEMA®ds Hazard Miti
Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000) requires that local governments FRaWA

approved mitigation plan in place. In thegeationplans, local jurisdictions must demonstrate

that proposed mitigatigorojects have a basisasolidplanning process where the unique risks and
capabilities ofachcommunity are assessediddtion plans must be updated every five years to
demonstrate that progress has been made toward
ensure that the plan continues to be an effective mitigation tool that meets the needs of the
community.

The Hazard Mitigation Plan for Meade i€@untgjor update of the 2009-Breaster Mitigation

Plan. This document details the planning process that was upedtéthe plan, considers

changes in the built environment and populatibrthe countysince R09, examines the
communityds progress toward meeti ng-evallates mi t i ga
hazardhreats, andstablishes new mitigation goals that will lead to a more idsifidatCounty

The Hazard Mitigation Plan for M€adatyis a multjurisdictional plan that includese
unincorporated areas Meade County and the cities of Piedmont, Faith, Summerset, and Sturgis.
The plan provides goals, objectives, and mitigation activities developed by the Mitigation Planning
Tean that will guide the o u ndisast@rsnitigation efforts over the next five years.

Figur@: October 2013 winter storm cattle fatalities
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Figur&: Sturgis EMS Week Event 2015

section two: planning process

A diverse group of emergency management profesdmealsfficialsand citizens participated in

the hazard mitigatioplanning process. In June 2014, the Meade County Emergency Management
Director invited community members and landl regionagency representatives to be part of the
Mitigation Plannindeam In addition, a request was made to each participating jurisdiction to
appointaspecifierson to represent thaurisdiction on the planning team.

JURISDICTIONAL REPRESENT ATIVES ‘

MEADE COUNTY
Angella Sutton, Meade County Director of Emergency Management

STURGIS
Dave Smith, City of Sturgis Code Enforcement

SUMMERSET
Don Allen, City of Summerset Police Chief

PIEDMONT
William Paris, City of Piedmont Trustee

FAITH
Debbie Brown, Faith Finance Officer/ Matthew Van Der Linden , Faith Police Chief

The initialMitigationPlanning €ammeeting was held on July 10, 2014. At this meeting, the group
discussed the purpose of the plan update, the planning process, elemetas ofthdipeline for
completion, and the responsibilities of the Mitigation Planning Team.



The secondplanning teanmeeting was held
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on Obwr 15, 2014. At this meetiggoup

discussions focused on the historyhaftardevents in the county, changes in housing and

population characteristicand critical facilities.

In addition, the group was asked to identify

mitigation activities that have been accomplished since the previous plan was adopted, as well as

opportunitiego strengthen the mitigation capacity otthenty

The third planning éammeeting was held dkpril 9, 2015 At this meeting, the group drafted
mitigation activities for thewnty and participating municipalities.

On May 18, 2015, the Meade Coltergency Managemenirdtor participated in the Sturgis

Ambulance and Fire District EMS Week Event to inform the public of the planning process and

receive community input regarding hazard risks and mitigation straiegiesent provided the
opportunties togather preliminary feedback from the public on proposed mitigation activities.

On May 26, 2015, tiMeade County Emergency Managemestirheld a meeting in Faith with
local leadership and emergency management personnel in order to gatfagiomiand draft

mitigation activities for their town.

A draft of the Meade County Hazard Mitigation Plan was sent out to the planning team for review in
February 2016In March 2016, the draft plan was sent to all that had participated in thg plannin
meetings. fe final planninggkm meeting to review the plan was held ah24p 2016. On June

9, 2016 the plan wasade available for pubteview and comment on the Meade County website

and also publicized

on the Meade Caduhetppan Facebooa

was reviewed and approved tsblemittedo FEMA by each signing jurisdiction in Jane July
2016. The plan was also emailed to the Emergency Managaeh edmcent county in August

2016 for review.

HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING TEAM REPRESENTATIVE ORGANIZATIONS

Meade County Emergency Management

Meade County Highway

Meade County Sherriff
City of Sturgis
City of Piedmont
City of Faith
City of Summerset

Faith Ambulance Service

South Dakota Department of Transportation

Faith Volunteer Fire Department
South Dakota Highway Patrol

Sturgis Ambulance

Sturgis Fire Department

Sturgis Regional Hospital

Sturgis Police Department

South Dakota Wildland Fire Division
South Dakota Office of Emergency Management

American Red Cross

COORDINATION WITH OT HER PLANS

During the plan update process, existing planning documents were referenced to ensure that new
plangoals align with other established plans and processes within the/¢inhe exception of

the City of Faith,ach participating jurisdictibas adopted its own comprehensive plan, which was
reviewed and is discussed below. In addition, thet&aenof South Dakota Hazard Mitigation Plan
provided a foundation to assess hazard vulnerabiMgdole Gunty.

8
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The Meade County Comprehensixaes Rldopted in 2010 he plan outlines land use goals and
policies. The plan does highlight a nurobevildland fire mitigation goals related to requiring
defensible space and requirements for water systems to accofimefaglatiagrequirements.

In addition, the plan calls for preventing development in floodplain areas.

Sturgis 2030: A CompiigheRtanvas adopted in 2010. The pkais goals and specific
objectivesaroutdh e ci tyds physical devel opment .

The City of Summerset Comprehen2i28rsiadopted in 2008. Due to the rapid growth that

the city has experienced, Summerset is currently in the process of updating the plan; a process
that will take place through themmernf 2016. The existing plan focuses around the areas of
community chracter, land ugayblic works, parks and recreation, and community facilities.

The City of Piedmont Comprehenswas Rtdopted in 201Zhe City was incorporated in 2007
and developed the comprehensive plan in order to ensure orderly develdpmeiy gsows.
The plan establishes goal statements under three he&diogke &heEconomy; Land Use &
Housing; giidansportation & Infrastructure

The Meade CouliyergerOperatiofanwas last revised in 2010. The plan provides guidance

to agencies responding to an emergency or di
The plan establishes the policies, concept of operations, organizational structure, and the specific
responsibilities of agencies in their response to events.

The Meade Couhlgzardouslaerial®lanwas last updated in 199he plan identifies facilities
and transportation routes where hazardous materials are present and provides specific
procedures and guidelines for response to actual incidentsgrhasteirdous materials.

Communiwyildfire Mitigation PlanMeade County was completed in 2005. The plan discusses
the fire history, previous mitigation projects, risk areas, assets, as well as guidelines for a
hazadous fuels reduction program.
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COMMUNITY ASSET IDENTIFICATION

HAZARD THREATS

MITIGATION PROGRESS

COMMUNITY VULNERABILITIES

MITIGATION STRATEGIES

section three: risk assessment

A stepby-step approach was utilized to identify potential hazard ridWedde Gunty. Hazard

risk isinfluenced by ¢ o mmaseei things dike population amtkvelopmentharacteristics,
publicfacilities and infrastructure, the natural enment, and the local econgmgnd how those
assets relate to hazard threathis section will descrie a d e  Cassetsptofjlethazards,
detail progress that has been made on previous mitigalsragdenalyzespecificvulnerabilities
for eachparticipatingurisdiction

Numerous resources wergedto complete thisisk assessmeftr Meade CountyThe State of
South Dakota Hazard Mitigation Plan was a major source of inforamapotential hazard risks.
In addition, hazard histories were obtained fasomumber of sources, includitigg National
Climatic Data CenteNational Weather Sex®, Department of AgricultuBavision of Wildland
Fire Suppression, atlte United State Geological Surveyinally, through th8turgis EMS Week
Event the community was able to reth&gsr perspectives trazard impactnd their perception of
the risks foMeade County.

The Mitigation Planning Te#&nalong with other resourceslike Med e Countyos Pl an
Departmen and the United States CenBusead helpedidentify anddescribpeMe ade Count y d s
assets.

10
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Figurd: Meade County, SD

COMMUNITY ASSETS

Meade County is located in western South Dakatathét largest counity South Dakota in terms

of land area.The county covers J@square miles and has a population densitypéople per
square mile Meade County iborderedby Butte, Perkins, Ziebach, Haakon, Pennington, and
Lawrence Counties

The county has four incorporated diti&urgis, Summerset, Faith, and Piedmanportion of
the city of Box El der | i e s vev,iBoxhElder pavtieigakdkin Coun't
and is covered undére n ni n gt ovitigaGomRlian.t y 6 s
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PEOPLE

Recent population estimates reveal that Meade Countyighthéastesgrowing county in the
nationd Thecount y6s p o p uderaentifrorB010pr2Eadding b15restentsor

a totalestimategbopulation 0£26,951people* The majority of the population growth in the county
is occurring along the Interstate 90 corridor, focused iaraund Piedmont, Summerset, and the
unincorporated community of Black Ha&wkigure Blustrates the population concentrations within
Meaca County

Population by Census Block Group
[:I 0- 355 people
- 356 - 999 people
[ 1.000- 1.494 people
Bl 952578 people
I 2575 - 3.454 people

Figur®: Meade Goty Population Density Séajce: 2010 US Census
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. . . . , | PERCENT PERCENT 65
populations within Meade Couintyyoungchildren YEARS OLD D Iz

and the elderlyln Meade County, almost 20 percaﬁ ﬂg{a 7.1% 14.5%
of the populationfits into one of these twage l(\:/lgjlrc]ig 7 4% 1250
groups

Sturgis 7.1% 18.7%
Thereis a large quIerIy populatiarthe egstern .par Eaith 6% 16.6%
of the countyand inand around SturgisA major
discussion pointduring the Mitigation PlanningSummerset 12.8% 6.9%
Team meetings waise elderlypopulationin rural | piegmont 9.1% 6.7%

areas, and more specifically, the issues with acdésg&d)S Census Bureau-2008 American Community
medical equipment, like oxygen, during disaStypyYear Estimates

events.Thiswas a significant probletaring the October 2013 blirdavhen oxygen supplies had
to be delivered to remote areas of the county.

Figurer identifiesthe locations ofiulnerable population groupsthin Meade Countyschools,
daycares, nursing honessisted living facilitiesyd hospitals.The Piedmonand Summerset areas
have a concentration of facilities that serve chil@ien Sturgis area has Sturgis Regional Hospital
and the Veterans Affairs Black Hills Health Care Sigst#itres. Faith has an assisted living facility
and a medical clinic.

13



MEADE COUNTY ADOPTED 9/28/16

FAITH

Vulnerable Populations

® School
L J Hospital
L] Nursing Home

Assisted Living Facility

L] Licensed Childcare Provider Facility

Figur&: Meade County Vulnerable PopSlatimes: SD OEM, SD DSS

Another unigue consideration for Meade County is the impact tivay pisfiulations have upon

local emargency services. Every Aug@trgishosts theSurgis Motorcycle .Rdlty 2015, an

estimated 739,000 people attended thislamglevent. There were 13 deaths related &vémd

and 542 emergency roegisits at the 8tgis Hospital. Further, the Sturgis Police Department made

five felony drug aests, 44 misdemeanor drug arrests, 246 arrasts-faaffic violations, and@59

people were jailed by the Meade County Shétiffergency management planning takes place for

the Sturgis Motorcycle &kjlgar long. The Planning Team understaagstantiatompounding

impacts that a natural disaster occurring during this event could have upon local resources, and has
developed strong partnerships to manage the event itself and plan for disaster events. One issue
related to th&turgis MotorciRelllyis the large number of visitors that stay at campgrounds during

the event, and therefore, their exposoirthe elementsFigure 8lustrates the concentration of
campgrounds along the Interstate 90 corridor, Highway 79, and Highway 34.
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Figur& Meade County Campgrounds/Source: Meade County Planning Department
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